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Welcome to 
St. Matthew’s University 
School of Medicine
We would like to extend to you a warm welcome to St. Matthew’s University School of Medicine (SMUSOM). We are  
happy that you chose St. Matthew’s to pursue your medical education. You can rest assured that you have made the 
right choice. We have a student-centered mission. We do everything we can to help you reach your goal to become a  
successful physician.
 
Here at St. Matthew’s, you will find the friendly faculty and staff ever willing to assist you to meet your educational needs. 
This is complemented by our Center for Learning Enhancement, where we offer personalized care in dealing with your  
educational and personal issues. At St. Matthew’s, you will find the curriculum is carefully crafted to maximize your  
success. With residency placements in outstanding programs like the Mayo Clinic, Duke University, Johns Hopkins, and 
McGill University, our graduates offer the best evidence of our students’ success. This success can be in part attributed to 
the high quality of our faculty, who have been chosen from all parts of the world and are experts in their field of teaching.
 
An outstanding pre-clinical curriculum and the clinical shadowing programs at Cayman hospitals and clinics help our stu-
dents understand the powerful link between Basic Sciences and clinical practice. This is a great way to bridge the gap be-
tween the theory and practice of medicine. The state of the art IT infrastructure and learning platforms at St. Matthew’s 
University are among the most advanced in medical education today.
 
Apart from academic activities in the University, Grand Cayman also offers you limitless entertainment, which will help 
you relax after an intense study schedule. Grand Cayman boasts some of the world’s best beaches and finest restau-
rants. All this comes to you with an exceptional safety profile of the island.
 
Upon your completion of Basic Sciences, it will be time to apply what you have learned in the classroom. St. Matthew’s 
offers clinical rotations at top teaching hospitals. At St. Matthew’s University, we strive to help you meet your career 
goals by working closely with you to ensure that you have the experience and credentials necessary to achieve resi-
dency in the setting and field of your choice. Our committed clinical staff works with a student-centered dedication and 
passion; we are constantly striving to help you succeed.
 
The emphasis of our curriculum is on a strong work ethic, being a team player, having compassion for the patients, and a 
continuing curiosity for the developing science of medicine. We look forward to assisting you as you pursue your dream 
of becoming a successful physician.
 
Sincerely yours,
Maurice Clifton, MD, MS Ed, MBA
Chief Academic Officer
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A commitment to student success

Low student to faculty ratio to ensure you 
get personalized support

Caribbean location

Study on a safe island with a low crime rate  

Excellent academic results

Average first time pass rate of 95% on 
USMLE Step 1*

Recognition 

Accredited by the Accreditation 
Commission on Colleges of Medicine 
(ACCM) whose standards are comparable to 
those used by US accrediting bodies

Clinical rotations

Premier clinical rotations in the US  
and Canada

Faculty

Highly credentialed, long-tenured faculty 
with each holding an MD or PhD 

State-of-the-art campus 

Modern facilities with bright, air- 
conditioned classrooms, labs, IT  
infrastructure and learning platforms

Accessible medical education

A program offered at 30%-40% of the  
cost when compared to US schools

Student mentors

Mentors to help you adjust to life at 
medical school

*Results from 2015 to 2019

Why St. Matthew’s University 
School of Medicine?
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Our Curriculum

SEMESTER ONE

You will start with the basics: cellular biology, 
histology and gross anatomy.

MD111 Patient-Doctor Relations I (2 credits)

This course is the first in a series of required 
two-credit courses providing medical students 
with a progressive introduction to the skills 
and attitudes that are requisite in becoming 
competent, compassionate physicians. In this 
first course, students will come to appreciate 
the essential nature of a complete history. 
They will understand how the vast majority of 
patient presentations can be diagnosed with 
the information available in a complete history. 
Students will gain experience in history taking 
and expertise in musculoskeletal examinations.

MD122 Principles of Research and Evidence 
Based Medicine (2 credits)

The student will have an opportunity to develop 
research skills related to evidence-based medicine 
(EBM). Students will be introduced to concepts 
of research analysis and critical thinking. At the 
end of this course, the student will be able to 
identify and frame a clinical question based on 
therapy, diagnosis, prognosis or etiology; develop 
a focused search strategy to identify articles that 
best answer the clinical question; identify and use 
the appropriate medical database; and critically 
appraise articles for validity.

MD140 Histology and Cell Biology (10 credits)

This course examines the microanatomy of 
cells, tissues and organs. Lectures illustrate the 
microstructure of major tissues and organs in 
relation to their function. Laboratory exercises use 
the light microscope to study these components 
and make use of slides and electron micrographs 
for review and discussion. This lab-oriented course 
presents the molecular biology and histology of 
normal cells, tissues and organ systems at various 
developmental functional stages.

Students will learn the unique characteristics of 
the four basic tissues of the body: epithelial tissue, 
connective tissue (including bone, cartilage and 
blood), muscle tissue and nervous tissue. Students 
will learn how individual cell functions interact 
with one another and how such interactions are 
accomplished from the tissue levels to the 
organ levels.

The course introduces molecular and control 
systems and prepares the student for future 
understanding of normal (homeostasis) system 
and pathological conditions. In addition, the 
student learns how molecular building blocks are 
utilized for growth and differentiation, wound 
healing and tissue repair, defense mechanisms and 
transfer of hereditary characters. (Lecture/Lab)
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MD166 Developmental and Gross Anatomy 
(16 credits) 

This course integrates gross human anatomy 
and medical embryology, allowing students to 
understand the relationship of embryological 
development to gross structure and the 
mechanisms of congenital abnormalities.

Through lectures, use of human plastinated 
cadavers, evaluation of radiographs (including CT 
and MRI) and clinical correlations, students acquire 
a basic knowledge of the normal gross structure, 
functional and clinical anatomy of organs and 
systems of the adult human body, including the 
brain, spinal cord, back, thorax, abdomen, pelvis 
and perineum. The embryological aspects including 
fertilization and placentation, development of each 
organ and system, from gametogenesis to birth, 
s discussed along with the gross anatomy. 

Clinical correlative sessions illustrate medically 
relevant normal and abnormal findings, and 
common congenital malformations are used 
to demonstrate mechanisms of teratogenesis. 
Computer-based tutorial programs and structured 
reviews are used to supplement the lectures and 
labs. (Lecture/Lab)

SEMESTER TWO

In semester two, you will move on to the body’s 
molecular building blocks (Biochemistry), the 
complex interplay among the body’s different 
systems (Physiology), as well as Epidemiology 
and Medical Genetics.

MD236 Genetics (6 credits)

This course provides students with an 
understanding of the principles and concepts 
upon which current clinical genetic practice 
(diagnosis, treatment and counselling) is based. 
This course covers the genetics of human 
populations and introduces recent and ongoing 
discoveries so that their future applications may 
be understood. It builds upon the foundation of 
basic material introduced in histology. (Lecture)

MD243 Biostatistics and Epidemiology (4 credits)

Students will master basic descriptive and 
inferential tools to understand statistical evaluation 
of research. This course will help students learn 
how to conduct epidemiologic investigation, how 
to critically review medical literature and how to 
use such information in a clinical environment. 
Students acquire a basic level of proficiency in 
epidemiologic principals and understand how to 
apply epidemiology in clinical practice. (Lecture)
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MD270 Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
(10 credits) 

The biochemical pathways of living organisms are 
studied to include the structure of biomolecular 
chemistry and an understanding of energy yielding 
processes and the transfer of genetic material.

This course includes the study of the chemistry and 
reactions of constituents of living matter, including 
the carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, nucleic acids, 
vitamins, coenzymes and minerals; the chemistry 
and regulation of the reactions and processes of 
whole organisms; endocrinology; enzymology; 
nutrition; intermediary metabolism and biochemical 
mechanisms in selected disease states. Theory and 
application of classical and emerging technologies 
in biochemical lab analysis will be covered. 
(Lecture/Lab)

MD282 Physiology (12 credits) 

The principles of human physiology are first 
studied then followed by an intensive overview 
of human organ system physiology to include 
neural, muscular, cardiovascular, respiratory, 
endocrine, gastrointestinal and kidney physiological 
processes. The goals of this course are to enhance 
the student’s ability to critically analyze the cell 
biology mechanisms governing the functions of 
each system and to utilize physiological concepts in 
problem solving. Small group and the hands on lab 
component of the course reinforce lecture material. 
(Lecture/Lab) 

SEMESTER THREE

During semester three, you will continue to keep 
learning about what makes us healthy with studies 
in Neuroscience and what makes us unhealthy in 
Microbiology, as well as Medical Psychology and 
Medical and Legal Ethics. 
 
 MD300 Medical Spanish – Elective (1 credit)  
This course will provide the basic communication 
skills for the medical practice. Its focus will be the 
usual verbal exchanges that happen in the 
patient-doctor relationship. Emphasis will be placed 
on the most common mistakes that have the 
potential to impair the compliance with treatment 
and the overall trust in the relationship, while 
keeping the broad aim of the course in improving 
the understanding of basic Spanish in the medical 
setting. (Lecture)

MD311 Patient-Doctor Relations II (2 credits)

Students will be introduced to physical examination 
skills in a systems-based format. Formal teaching of 
skills will be followed by the opportunity to practice 
and improve these skills in the Clinical Skills Center. 
Students will be evaluated using the objective 
structures clinical examination (OSCE) format. 

 
MD332 Microbiology & Immunology (12 credits) 

This course considers the characteristics and 
properties of microorganisms, their role in the 
disease processes and selected aspects of 
diagnosis and treatment of infectious disease.



Prospectus 2020/21
St. M

atthew
’s U

niversity School of M
edicine

13

Other topics include the basic principles of 
bacteriology, mycology, parasitology, virology, 
immunology and microbial genetics, including cultural 
characteristics and pathogenic properties of medically 
important species of bacteria, fungi and viruses. 

This course covers the basic immunologic concepts of 
the cells and humoral products of the immune system. 
Lectures include the molecular biology and genetics of 
antigen recognition and immunoglobulin production 
plus the characteristics and detection of  
antigen-antibody reactions. 

The approach is to correlate these basic concepts 
with clinical manifestations of disease, the 
immunopathologic mechanisms of hypersensitivity, 
autoimmunity, transplantation, tumor immunology, 
haematology, reproduction, infectious diseases and 
immunodefiency. (Lecture/Lab)

MD369 Neuroscience (9 credits) 

This course will include an interdisciplinary 
investigation of the physiology and the gross and 
microscopic structure of the brain, spinal cord and 
nervous system of humans. Aspects of brain 
energy metabolism, neurotransmitter synthesis 
and degradation, and psychopharmacology 
are presented. 

This course integrates anatomical and physiological 
material to assist the student in understanding 
common neurological disease processes. Laboratory 
exercises will provide slides and dissection of the 
human brain, spinal cord and relevant structures. 
The student will be introduced to modern methods 
of neuroimaging, including CT scans and MRI. 
(Lecture/Lab)
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MD383 Behavioral Sciences and Ethics (13 credits) 

Abnormalities in human functioning are examined 
and students are introduced to psychiatric 
evaluation, nomenclature and clinical writing as well 
as how to conduct a mental status evaluation. The 
course provides an in-depth study of the DSM-IV-R 
psychiatric diagnostic categories. These range from 
childhood disorders through to geriatric dementia. 
Epidemiology and pathogenesis, differential 
diagnosis, course and prognosis, along with 
current treatment strategies are presented.

Additionally, students participate in case-based 
discussions of ethical dilemmas facing today’s 
healthcare provider. Ethical analysis of moral 
reasoning is emphasized. Students are challenged 
to reflect on their personal values and moral 
obligations as physicians. (Lecture/Lab)

SEMESTER FOUR

Throughout semester four, you will build your 
knowledge about disease (Pathology) as well as 
therapeutic efforts to deal with it (Pharmacology). 
You will also learn how to take a history and examine 
a patient.

MD411 Patient-Doctor Relations III (6 credits)

Students will begin to integrate the clinical skills 
that were introduced in the earlier courses in this 
series. Students will revisit history-taking and 
physical examination and will have the opportunity 
to practice their communication skills with patients, 
colleagues and attending physicians. As with 
previous courses, objective structures clinical 
examination (OSCE) standards will be used to 
evaluate students. (Lecture/Lab)

MD468 Pharmacology (12 credits)

This course builds upon the students’ 
understanding of pharmacology, providing practical 
experience of medical therapeutics in a case-based 
format. The fundamentals of pharmacokinetics 
and pharmaceutical preparations, including drug 
actions and interactions, are presented as well as 
adverse effects and pharmacological actions. The 
student must be able to understand the mechanism 
of action of common classes of medications and be 
able to evaluate basic pharmacological data. 

This course also includes all major classes of 
therapeutic medications used in clinical practice 
in the treatment of disease processes. The 
clinical component will provide students with the 
necessary background to practice rational drug 
therapy as it applies to clinical practice. (Lecture)

MD482 Pathology I (12 credits)

This first section of a two-semester comprehensive 
curriculum is an introduction to the responses 
of cells, tissues and organs to major disease 
processes. Lectures and laboratory demonstrations 
will introduce students to definitions, etiology, 
gross and microscopic lesions and pathogenesis. 
Emphasis is placed on basic concepts and principles 
of disease processes. (Lecture/Lab)
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SEMESTER FIVE

In order to prepare you for the USMLE Step 1, 
you will spend semester five learning more 
about disease in Pathology.

MD552 Pathology II (10 credits)

This second part of the Pathology curriculum 
focuses primarily on systemic pathology and 
disease processes. In this course, emphasis 
is placed on relating pathophysiological and 
biochemical abnormalities of disease processes to 
clinical signs and symptoms of disease. Pulmonary, 
cardiac, gastrointestinal, endocrine, rheumatic, 
orthopaedic, renal, neurological and haematology 
organ systems are covered. Knowledge and 
understanding of the etiology and pathogenesis 
of diseases is gained through the intense 
examination of clinical cases, gross material, 
selected microscopic slides, clinical laboratory 
data and X-rays. (Lecture/Lab)

MD562 Clinical Therapeutics (2 credits)

This course builds upon the students’ 
understanding of pharmacology, providing 
practical experience of medical therapeutics in 
a case-based format. The students, working 
individually and in teams, have the opportunity 
to participate in therapeutic decision-making in 
clinical cases, receive feedback regarding their 
decisions and benefit from discussions led by 
clinicians involved in the practical application of 
medical interventions in common disease states.
This course is integrated with the other co-requisite 
courses to allow students to attain conceptual 
understanding of common medical conditions 
and provide them with the necessary skills and 
perspective for their transition to the clinical wards. 

 

MD582 Introduction to  
Clinical Medicine (8 credits) 

This team-taught course helps the student to 
prepare for hospital clerkships. Students will gain 
practical knowledge and experience in the diagnosis 
and treatment of patients. Following an integrated 
case-based curriculum, students will take histories 
and perform physical examinations on trained 
standardized patients. They will work individually 
and in teams to discuss differential diagnoses and 
investigation strategies and will use the information 
gained to formulate management and disposition 
plans. Throughout this course there is an emphasis 
on the need to listen and communicate effectively 
with colleagues, team members and, most 
importantly, the patients. The students will have 
an opportunity to spend time with the practicing 
physicians in a hospital/clinical setting. Students 
will be evaluated both formatively and by objective 
structured clinical examination (OSCE) standards. 
Practical knowledge, skills and abilities will be 
tested in an objective manner.

MD592 Foundations of  
Clinical Medicine (11 credits) 

This course utilizes daily live lectures and other 
materials to provide a structured, integrated review 
of the basic sciences. An emphasis is placed on 
understanding of disease processes and clinical 
problem solving. Students attend daily live lectures. 
Early in the course students are given a diagnostic 
pre-test to help identify problem areas and 
individualize learning goals. At the end of the 
course students are administered a full-length, 
simulated comprehensive exam.
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At the end of the fifth semester of Basic 
Sciences, students leave Grand Cayman 
to start clinical clerkship rotations. During 
the fifth semester, students participate in 
a clinical orientation where they receive 
information on available clerkships. Every 
effort is made to assign students to the 
hospital that best suits their qualifications, 
requirements and desires. 

Core rotations will be taken and completed 
in a teaching hospital. 

Third year core rotations cover  
five specialties:

• Internal Medicine 12 weeks 
• Surgery 12 weeks
• Pediatrics 6 weeks 
• Obstetrics & Gynecology 6 weeks
• Psychiatry 6 weeks 

Clinical Rotations

The clinical clerkship is an exciting and 
enriching aspect of medical training. It 
requires both determination and sacrifice. 
The Clinical Dean and staff will work closely 
with students to ensure they fully benefit 
from clinical rotations and prepare for 
successful residencies.  

The objectives of the clinical are to:  

• Expose students to a range of  
experiences that integrate information 
from various specialties

• Ground students in thorough basic 
and advanced clinical training to 
prepare them for residency training

• Encourage students to value learning 
as a life-long process

Clinical Sciences Program 
and Clerkship Rotations

18
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Third-Year Clerkships

Surgery

Throughout the clerkship, you will follow 
patients from surgical assessment, 
through preparation for surgery, the 
surgical process in the operating room, the 
intensive or immediate care of the patient 
in the recovery period, and follow-up care. 
You will engage in intensive pre-surgical 
preparation on each case, including the 
study of case histories, prior physical 
examinations and prior treatment, and 
diagnoses. Follow-up on post-surgical 
cases extends to learning about the 
support of family and friends, community 
resources, and the discharge process. 

Internal Medicine

You will learn to conduct a thorough 
diagnostic work-up, including the history 
and physical examination with emphasis 
on detailed neurological evaluation of the 
patient and the design of treatment plans. 
You will also participate in grand rounds, 
work individually with patients, and the 
creation of treatment plans. Additionally, 
seminars on selected topics by residents 
or preceptors are incorporated. 

Obstetrics/Gynecology

You will be presented with all phases of 
patient care related to fertility concerns, 
pregnancy, labor, delivery and postpartum 
care. This includes participating in family 
planning counseling, and learning to 
detect, diagnose and devise a treatment 
plan for gynecologic diseases. Normal and 
pathologic cases are observed, including 
normal and cesarean deliveries. 

Pediatrics

You will learn to develop a rapport with 
young patients and diagnose, as well as 
create and carry out a treatment plan 
for infants, children and adolescents. 
You will gain a greater sensitivity to the 
interdependence between the patient and 
the parent and learn how to interact with 
each to promote treatment and recovery.

Psychiatry 

You will learn to diagnose mental disorders. 
Emphasis is placed on taking a psychiatric 
history and mental status, as well as 
making differential diagnoses. You will be 
introduced to a variety of therapies for 
treatment of psychiatric disorders. 

Clerkship Rotations
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Fourth-Year Electives 

During the fourth year, you will choose 
chooses electives. These clerkship rotations 
include most specialties, including those from 
the core rotations. You will take electives in 
blocks, typically of 4 or 6 weeks for a total 
of 30 weeks of electives. All students are 
required to complete 4 weeks of a primary 
care elective.

There are 23 recommended  
elective clerkships: 
 

• Allergy and Immunology
• Anesthesiology
• Cardiology
• Community Health Care
• Critical Care
• Dermatology
• Emergency Medicine
• Endocrinology
• Family Medicine 
• Gastroenterology
• Gerontology 
• Hematology
• Infectious Disease 
• Nephrology 

• Neurology 
• Oncology 
• Ophthalmology 
• Pathology 
• Preventive Medicine 
• Pulmonary Disease 
• Radiology
• Rheumatology 
• Urology
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Center for Learning Enhancement 

To ensure you have all the tools you need to 
succeed, SMUSOM of “St. Matthew’s” runs 
the Center for Learning Enhancement (CLE). 
The CLE’s mission is to assist and encourage 
medical students to develop their academic 
and personal skills to foster greater  
academic success. 

To ensure it achieves its mission, the 
CLE offers:  

• Faculty reviews and tutoring
• Teaching assistants
• Peer tutoring
• Academic development workshops
• Student development course 

Qualified counselors also serve as Academic 
Advisors to offer individual help on request.

 
Faculty Reviews and Tutoring

You will benefit from general review sessions, 
offered by faculty outside of normal class 
time. These sessions are available to all 
SMUSOM students and are an opportunity to 
review the key points covered in the course.
 
Basic Science faculty also offer small 
group tutoring sessions, which provide 

practice exam questions and other practical 
techniques including improving students’ 
test-taking skills. Finally, after each exam, 
faculty schedule one-on-one time to review 
test questions with students. 

 
Teaching Assistants

To ensure you feel supported, Teaching 
Assistants are provided to students at 
no extra cost. The TA’s are upper semester 
Basic Science students who have 
demonstrated an excellent knowledge 
of course material.
 
You will have the opportunity to attend 
group sessions in which practice questions, 
provided by professors, are reviewed. You will 
also have access to other materials and advice 
on learning strategies. 

 
Individual Peer Tutors 

Students who have excelled in given courses 
are invited by the University to serve as 
individual peer tutors. These students are 
available for individual help in each course. 
The Office of Student Affairs arranges for 
tutors on request from students, but fees and 
meeting schedules are arranged between the 
tutor and the student.

Student Services



Prospectus 2020/21

25

St. M
atthew

’s U
niversity School of M

edicine

Academic Advisors in the Office of 
Student Affairs  

Academic advisors are also available to offer 
general assistance to students with the 
following: 

• Organization of course materials
• Time management 
• How to study for and take multiple choice 

exams 
• Reading for retention 
• Stress management strategies 
• Listening for Learning: How to maintain 

good attention in lectures 
• Assessment of academic strengths 

and weaknesses with specific 
recommendations for remediation 
as indicated. Students can make an 
appointment for help in any of these 
areas, or for personal counseling 

Academic Development Workshops  

All students interested in improving their 
academic performance may participate in 
Academic Development Workshops. These 
workshops focus on key skills required to be 
academically and professionally successful.

 
Academic Assistance, Guidance, and 
Counseling 

The Associate Dean of Student Affairs works 
closely with the Dean of Basic Sciences, as 
well as with faculty, to provide support to 
students experiencing academic and/or 
personal difficulties. SMUSOM offers:  

• Short-term counselling
• Crisis counseling 
• General counseling relating to 

academic difficulties  
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Student Government Association (SGA

Once every semester, each class of medical 
students elects Student Government 
representatives. The Student Government 
communicates student body concerns 
and consults with the Office of Student 
Affairs on matters related to student life 
at SMUSOM of “St. Matthew’s.” The SGA 
also nominates students to represent 
the student body on select university 
committees. Students are encouraged to 
address any concerns they might have to 
their elected representatives or to the SGA 
executive members. 
 
 
Circle K International (CKI) 

 CKI is an international collegiate service 
organization that is a sponsored leadership 
program of Kiwanis International. Projects 
range from assisting the elderly and 
disabled to working with children in the 
local hospitals and pediatric wards.

American Medical Student  
Association (AMSA) 

AMSA is the oldest and largest independent 
association of physicians-in-training in 
the US. Members can gain technical, 

hands-on training in pertinent skills 
that will be necessary for them when 
they enter clinical rotations. 

Indian Student Association 

The Indian Student Association is an 
organization dedicated to preserving and 
promoting the diversity and uniqueness of 
the Indian culture through various 
activities, community services, and 
educational programs. 

Muslim Student Association 

The Muslim Student Association (MSA) 
works to promote a unified group of Muslim 
and non-Muslim students by educating the 
surrounding community about Islam, faith 
and medical practice. 

Research Organization 

The Research Organization encourages 
students to participate in research by 
working independently and with colleagues 
and faculty. The organization also helps 
physicians on the island and around 
the world conduct their research by 
volunteering in community events. 

Student Organizations
Student Government and Organizations
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Canada Key 

Canada Key aims to provide a forum to 
facilitate dialogue, networking, exploring and 
sharing topical information about common 
medical career and related goals. Canada Key 
members are individuals interested in learning 
about options to further their medical training 
in Canada or in the USA.

Emergency Medicine Interest Group (EMIG

EMIG raises awareness to the specialty of 
Emergency Medicine, allowing students 
to learn about current healthcare issues 
and trends, IV placement, EKG, airway 
management and much more.
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Admissions
Application Requirements

The following are required to complete the 
application process: 

• Completed application
• Official academic transcripts
• Two letters of recommendation
• Personal statement
• Non-refundable application fee $75 USD
• Current resume

 
Interview

If you are a favorable candidate, you will be 
invited to an interview which will be held 
either in person or via video conference.  
This serves as an opportunity for SMUSOM 
of “St. Matthew’s” to find out  
more about you and for you to ask any 
questions you might have. In the interview, 
we are looking for signs of motivation, 
commitment to a medical career, empathy, 
compassion, maturity and flexibility in 
dealing with problems.

Notification of Acceptance

Letters of acceptance or non-acceptance are 
sent within one week after the Admissions 
Committee has reached a decision. If you are 
accepted, you will be asked to return a letter 
of intent within a week. The letter of intent 
must be accompanied with a seat deposit fee 
to reserve a place in the upcoming class. 
This seat deposit fee is part of the first 
semester tuition. 

Admissions Committee

Our Admissions Committee reviews 
completed applicant files for the  
upcoming semester to ensure that all 
specific prerequisite courses have been 
taken. Students who exhibit the strongest 
potential to flourish at SMUSOM are then 
selected for an interview. Applicants should 
submit materials early and ensure that  
their application file is complete. The  
Admissions Committee will not review 
incomplete documentation. 

Our application process is holistic and focuses on more than your academic  
achievements; we want to know who you are as a person. We have a two-week 
response time after receiving a fully completed application.
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Dr. Kevin Kunzer, Psychiatrist Portage, Michigan

Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT)

The MCAT is required of matriculating 
students who are US citizens or permanent 
residents. It is recommended for all other 
applicants. The St. Matthew’s University 
Admissions Committee will use MCAT scores 
to assist in the admissions decision but does 

not base decisions solely on MCAT scores. 
There is no minimum score below which  
an application is automatically rejected.  
The MCAT is offered online multiple  
times per year.   
 
You can find more information on MCAT 
testing dates at: www.aamc.org.

Academic Requirements 
 Pre-requisite Coursework

The St. Matthew’s University School of Medicine requires the following pre-requisite courses:

Course Credit Hours

General Biology* One academic year (6 credit hours)

Inorganic Chemistry* 1 academic year (6 credit hours)

Organic Chemistry* † 1 academic year (6 credit hours)

Language Arts (English)** 1/2 academic year (3 credit hours)

College Math or Computer Science 1/2 academic year (3 credit hours)

*These courses must include an attached laboratory.

** A student may substitute any course that has a writing component, such as a term paper 
or written project, for the Language Arts requirement.

† A student may substitute 1/2 year of Biochemistry for 1/2 year of Organic Chemistry.
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Financial 
Information

St. Matthew’s University is proud to offer an accessible medicine program. Our fees are 
lower than other Caribbean medical schools and are comparably cheaper to programs 
offered in the US and Canada. 

Tuition and Fees (U.S. $), Effective Fall 2020 Credit Hours

Tuition per semester - Basic Sciences $16,075

Tuition per semester - Clinical Sciences $20,650

Information Technology Fee** (per semester) $100

Administrative Fee (per semester) $175

One Time Fees

Non-Refundable Application Fee $75

Cayman Entry Fee*** $113

Seat Deposit $500
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Miscellaneous Fees

Tuition for less than 11 credits (per credit hour) $1,025

Malpractice Insurance - Clinical Science only (per year) $260

Health Insurance (per semester, unless proof of coverage) $653

Transcript Request $10

Letter of Reference - first 3 free, thereafter $10

Document copies up to 15 pgs (Over 15 pgs., $1 per page) $15

Recreation Fee (Cayman Only) $35

Leave of Absence Fee $500

Graduation Fee $500

Late Registration Fee $250

Lab Fees $150 - $200

White Coat Ceremony Fee (6th sem.) $60

Late Payment Fee $100

Returned Check Fee $35

** Laptops are required for all students

*** Cayman Island Government Fee
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Financial
Assistance

US Federal Direct Loan Program

St. Matthew’s University School of Medicine has been approved 
by the United States Department of Education for participation in 
the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program. Qualified citizens 
and permanent residents of the United States may be eligible to 
receive funding from the Direct Loan programs to help pay for the 
cost of their education. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(“FAFSA”) must be completed to determine eligibility. St. Matthew’s 
University school code is 037643.

Canadian Student Loans

Canadian students are eligible for federal loans through the Ministry 
of Education Student Support Branch in the province of residence. 
You may apply for up to 52 weeks of financial assistance annually. 
You will need to work directly with your individual province for 
information regarding requirements. St. Matthew’s University’s 
school code for applying is NUBQ. For information regarding 
financial aid, email finaid@stmatthews.edu or call (800)498-9700.
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Each semester excellent incoming students 
at St. Matthew’s University Medical School 
may earn partial-tuition academic 
scholarships from the school. At the time 
of application, candidates must: 

• Have a strong undergraduate GPA 
and /or MCAT score

• Submit an application requesting  
the consideration of the  
Scholarship Committee

The Cayman Islands Scholarship

As part of St. Matthew’s University’s 
commitment to the country and citizens of 
the Cayman Islands, a scholarship covering 
Basic Science tuition and fees is offered to 
a qualified Caymanian citizen each calendar 
year beginning in the January term. 

This scholarship is awarded to a qualified 
applicant who:

• Meets all the admission requirements
• Shows exceptional promise for 

medical studies
• Is a current resident of the Cayman 

Islands and is dedicated to delivering 
healthcare to the country of the 
Cayman Islands

Applicants must submit the following 
information at the time of application:

• Letter of request to the Scholarship 
Review Board explaining the desire for 
consideration. This letter should include 
(but not be limited to) examples of 
tenacity, compassion and commitment 
to helping others

• Proof of current Caymanian citizenship

Scholarships
Academic Scholarships
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Jha Family Scholarship

The Jha Family Scholarship is given on 
behalf of the Jha Family. The Jha Family 
believes in the concept of leadership 
and its benefit to the medical 
profession. The $3,000 per calendar 
year ($1,000 a semester) scholarship is 
open to new and current students who 
meet the criteria below. 

Applicants must: 

• Have an overall GPA of 3.0  
or above

• Submit documented proof  
of participating in a  
leadership capacity

• Submit one letter of 
recommendation from a  
person who can attest to your 
leadership ability

• Submit a letter requesting the 
consideration of the Scholarship 
Committee. The letter must 
include (but not be limited to) 
leadership abilities, community 
achievement and any leadership 
awards received 

• Proof of current  
Caymanian citizenship 

The Scholarship Review Board

The Scholarship Review Board meets 
on or around March 15, July 15 and 
November 15 of each year to review 
completed applications for scholarship 
awards. All scholarship applications 
must be complete and ready for review 
prior to these dates because the staff 
must prepare the applications for 
review by the board. Therefore, it is 
necessary to set a deadline for receipt 
of applications prior to the meeting 
of the Review Board.  

Deadlines for receipt of completed 
scholarship applications are as follows:  

• November 10 for  
January semester

• March 10 for May semester
• July 10 for September semester
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Halls of Residence

Located two miles from campus, SMUSOM 
offers halls of residence with single and  
double rooms. All prices include: 

• All utilities
• High-speed internet connection
• Cable
• Weekly maid service
• Refrigerator and microwave
• Fully-stocked kitchen
• An onsite laundry service 

You will be required to pay a $1,500 USD room 
deposit as well as an acceptance seat deposit 
and letter of intent. This room deposit will 
also serve as a security deposit, which will 
be returned to the student upon leaving the 
Hall (assuming there are no damages to the 
room). Fees are subject to change. 

Residence Hall fees per semester are as 
follows (effective Fall 2019): 
 

• Single Standard Room (220sqft) US 
$4,950 per semester 

• Standard Suite-Single Occupancy US 
$5,690 per person, per semester 

• Standard Suite-Double Occupancy US 
$3,430 per person, per semester 

• Deluxe Suite-Single Occupancy US 
$6,095 per semester 

• Deluxe Suite-Double Occupancy US 
$3,750 per person, per semester 

Off campus housing

The housing market on Grand Cayman is 
strong and presents many opportunities for 
student tenants to find homes. Most 
rental units come furnished (i.e., stocked 
with standard hard and soft furnishings, 
such as beds, tables, appliances, couches, 
window dressings, etc.) or fully furnished 
(i.e., everything but your own clothes and 
personal belongings are included). Utility 
costs (e.g., for electricity, water, etc.) are 
expensive compared to US standards. Rental 
rates are generally highest in the Seven Mile 
Beach, George Town and South Sound areas. 
Security deposits are common and usually 
equal one month’s rent, so be sure to figure 
this into your budget.

Housing

Grand Cayman is a beautiful place to study. However, moving to a new country can be 
stressful. SMUSOM of “St. Matthew’s” provides Halls of Residence for incoming students 
to enable you to settle in and make friends with your peers. After your first semester, you 
will then move into off campus housing.

Housing
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Studying in the Caribbean

Location

SMUSOM of “St. Matthew’s” is located 
180 miles northwest of Jamaica

Travel

Easily accessible from many major 
U.S. and Canadian cities

Currency

Cayman Islands dollar, US dollars
are also accepted

Electricity

Standard voltage in the country is 
between 110 and 127 V

Immigration

US and Canadian citizens need a valid
passport, birth certificate or voter’s
registration card

Language

Grand Cayman is an English-speaking 
country

There are so many reasons to study at St. Matthew’s University and the location is one of 
them. Situated on Grand Cayman island, St. Matthew’s University is surrounded by quaint 
villages, traditional Caribbean eateries and natural green spots, making it the perfect place 
to study.

When you need to take a break from your studies, you can dive and explore colourful coral 
reefs or relax on one of Grand Cayman’s many sandy beaches with clear waters and tall palm 
trees. Alternatively, if you’re looking to learn more about the wildlife on Grand Cayman, visit 
Stingray City or the Turtle Centre where you can see the animals up close. 

Not only is Grand Cayman a great place to spend your free time, the island is home to just 
over 2,000 residents making it peaceful and distraction free. 
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Get in touch

St. Matthew’s University
United States Administrative Offices

12124 High Tech Avenue
Suite 290

www.stmatthews.edu

Call us
1-800-498-9700

407-977-8100


